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Dear Brothers and Sisters in St. Francis,

PEACE to each of your hearts!  On behalf of your Regional Executive Council I bid you welcome to the first edition of our Regional Newsletter, Hearts and Hands Across the Region,  produced and edited by our Regional Vice-Minister Kate (a/k/a Scoop) Kleinert, OFS.  Kate’s been busy collecting information from all of you and we are grateful for the responses she has received.  We hope to publish the Newsletter quarterly so that we can share with each of our sisters and brothers the good news of Franciscan life within our Region.  So, please keep “Scoop” informed of the happenings within your Fraternities.  Sharing this good news will enrich us all as we journey together to follow in the footsteps of St. Francis following the footsteps of Jesus!  Sit back with a nice cup of tea and enjoy!

Blessings, every good, and much love,

mattie♥
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Facts about our Pope Francis

· He cooks his own meals

· In his youth, he enjoyed dancing the tango with a girlfriend  before discovering a “religious vocation.”
· He trained as a chemist.

· He is one of five children.

· In 2001, he washed the feet of 12 AIDS patients in a Hospice
· He had a lung removed as a teenaged
· After being elected pope, he remained standing on the same level as the cardinal-electors rather than sitting in a throne.
[image: image26.jpg]


[image: image27.jpg]



[image: image28.jpg]



[image: image29.png]


[image: image30.jpg]



[image: image31.jpg]


[image: image32.jpg]


[image: image33.jpg]


[image: image34.jpg]


[image: image35.jpg]



[image: image36.jpg]




[image: image37.jpg]y
&
5
¥
7';"‘,( X




[image: image38.jpg]


[image: image39.jpg]


[image: image40.jpg]


[image: image41.png]


[image: image42.png]



[image: image43.png]


[image: image44.png]




[image: image45.png]


[image: image46.png]


[image: image47.png]


[image: image48.png]


[image: image49.png]




[image: image50.png]


[image: image51.png]


[image: image52.png]


[image: image53.png]


[image: image54.png]


[image: image55.jpg]













Also, what has your fraternity been up to?  Have you had something to celebrate? Held a retreat? Which apostolates does your fraternity participate in and how do they do that?  Remember, it might seem routine to you, but it can bless another person/ fraternity.





Is there something you would like to have discussed or explored in a future issue?  Please don’t hesitate to let us know.  Is there something in our Rule or Guidelines that you don’t quite understand?  Feel free to ask.  And of course, we would like your feedback – but, please, be gentle….it’s our first issue!!








…to the first issue of Hearts and Hands Across the Region!  First, a big thanks to Madge Peroni, OFS, for christening the newsletter.  The name is perfect and says it all…there will be articles from our hearts and reports on what our hands have been doing and both will come from Across  the Region.  





This is our newsletter -  for us, about us, and hopefully to bless us.  We will be exploring our Rule, how we live it, and how we can strive to be better.





Hearts and Hands Across the Region will be published four times a year and will be sent via e-mail to all 





Did you know?  





In 1958, St. Clare was posthumously declared patron of television by Pope Pius XII, in reference to an incident where she miraculously heard and saw the Christmas midnight mass in the basilica of San Francesco on the other side of Assisi, despite being ill. What would St. Clare think of TV today?
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those in our Region who have an e-mail address.  Paper copies will be mailed out to all those without an e-mail address.  If you know of someone in your Fraternity who has not received a copy, please contact us at: �HYPERLINK "mailto:wearepraying@hotmail.com"�wearepraying@hotmail.com� 





We will be soliciting information from each fraternity for future issues, such as:  who has been “welcomed” into your fraternity, who has admitted to candidacy, who has been professed, and who has gone home to the Lord.





Welcome!
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Welcome from the Regional Minister








In this issue: 
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On Going Formation


Rose Viragh, OFS, Regional Formation Director








Novena to St. Clare





St. Clare you were a healer, a peacemaker, a woman aware of the struggles of the


people of Assisi and beyond, and a strong woman of prayer. Knowing this, we


bring before you, all the physical, emotional. and spiritual illness in need of your


healing. We ask that in our world, division and conflict may cease and peace may


prevail. We desire to live in an awareness of all the struggles of the people who


surround us, of the Cross we ourselves are asked to bear and to live in communion


with all the suffering in our world. Help us to be strong people of prayer, who trust


in God’s love and providential care. We place before you our personal intentions


________________. We ask all of this in Jesus name. Amen


�





in this world, so that people in dire poverty and deprivation and in absolute need of heavenly nourishment might become rich in Him by possessing the Kingdom of Heaven, then you who have chosen poverty should rejoice and be glad!





Always it is the Poor Christ whom Clare is determined to gaze upon, consider and contemplate, because He is the image of God, the Mirror we are to contemplate. This image of the mirror is central to Saint Clare’s spirituality. As Francis was the mirror of Christ and Christ of the Father, so the life of the contemplative is to look into the mirror that is Christ and see there oneself, thereby learning who you are. By looking into the mirror who is Christ and recognizing yourself, you become a mirror of Him whom you contemplate, and you in turn mirror, through Christ to the Father, all the creation. You see yourself both in a mirror and as a mirror.





Saint Clare writes to her sisters: For the Lord Himself has not only placed us as example and mirror for others, but also for our own sisters whom the Lord has called to our way of life, so that they in their turn will be mirror and example to those living in the world.





This complex imagery shows Saint Clare’s profound acquaintance with Sacred Scripture, with the literature of the Fathers of the Church, and with the lyrics of the troubadours, all of which are replete with mirror imagery.





THE MIRROR OF ST. CLARE


OF ASSISI





Source: BODO, MURRAY THE WAY OF ST. FRANCIS – The Challenge of Franciscan Spirituality for Everyone





FRANCIS met the Lord when he embraced the leper and when he begged for stones and food; and he would never be detoured from that way, because he had found the Lord there.





Saint Clare finds God in the poverty of contemplation, and she in turn never swerves from her way to the end of her life. For Clare, poverty and contemplation are so intimately intertwined that contemplation presupposes poverty, because the Lord promises and gives the Kingdom of Heaven only to the poor.





As she writes in one of her letters, What a praiseworthy exchange: to leave temporal things for those that are eternal, to choose heavenly things for earthly goods, to receive a hundredfold instead of one, and to possess a life, blessed and eternal.





As with Francis, Clare’s poverty is not for its own sake but because it makes present the Kingdom and because of an ardent desire for the Poor Crucified.





Since the great and good Lord, on entering the Virgin’s womb, chose to look despised, needy, and poor 
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On Going Formation


continued








Clare never traveled.  She preferred to spend her time in prayer and embroidering.  Her exquisite embroidery soon decorated every church altar in Assisi and she was known for her amazing art.  Clare invented Assisi embroidery.  Assisi Embroidery is a special form of cross stitch combined with double running stitch.  The motifs are outlined in double running stitch with a darker color and the background is filled with cross-stitch, leaving the motif unstitched or void.  In old Assisi type embroidery, the motifs were generally symmetrically positioned pairs of animals, mainly birds.  The main motif is often surrounded by filigree scrollwork in double running stitch.








Then looking at the surface of the mirror, dwell on the holy humility, the blessed poverty, the untold labors and burdens which He endured for the redemption of all humankind. Then, in the deep center of the mirror, contemplate the ineffable charity which led Him to suffer on the wood of the Cross, dying on it the most shameful kind of death. Therefore, that mirror hanging on the wood of the Cross urged those who passed by to consider, saying: “All you who pass by the way, look and see if there is any suffering like My suffering!”





The most striking reality that this imagery confronts us with is the poverty of God. The


Poor Christ is the image of the Godhead! God is poor, God is self-emptying; and in our poverty, our resemblance to the poor, crucified Christ, we become mirrors of God Himself. Poverty, then, is not an end in itself, but a way of becoming transformed into an image of the Trinity by contemplating the Mirror of the Trinity, Jesus Christ Himself. As a mirror is material, yet holds an immaterial image, so the Poor Christ is human and visible, yet is an image of the invisible God, who is poor in Triune self-emptying that is simultaneously a filling up.





It is no wonder then that Saint Clare holds so tenaciously to contemplation and poverty as a way of life: The two are one: the contemplation of poverty becoming the poverty of contemplation.








There is, for example, a famous twelfth-century version of Ovidʼs tale of Narcissus in which the troubadour has his Narcissus recognize that he is different from his image in the water, thereby discovering his own separate identity. For a contemplative like Saint


Clare, however, the birth of self-consciousness through recognition is not enough. She finds her true identity by looking upon Christ and seeing there herself as an image of the Divine; and the more perfectly she mirrors the image of Christ, the more real she becomes. She says in a letter to Blessed Agnes of Prague: “Because the vision of Christ is the splendor of eternal glory, the radiance of eternal light and the mirror without stain, look upon that mirror each day, O queen and spouse of Jesus Christ, and continually study your countenance within it, so that you may clothe yourself inside and out with beautiful robes and cover yourself with the flowers and garments of all the virtues, as becomes the daughter and most chaste bride of the Most High King. Indeed blessed poverty, holy humility, and ineffable charity are reflected in that mirror, and, with the grace of God, you can contemplate them throughout the entire mirror”.





She then expands her imagery to include the whole mirror. Look at the edges of this mirror, and see the poverty of Him who was placed in a manger and wrapped in swaddling clothes.











�
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Peace, Justice and Integrity of Creation


Kathy Agosto, OFS, Councillor at Large, JPIC Coordinator





�





�





seen such upheaval, disagreement and unrest.  Fathers, veterans of World War II, could not fathom an eighteen year old son’s refusal to serve his country. Sons argued that the war was unjust, not our issue, a civil war, and contended that the government was in collusion with the corporations in the military industrial complex. Families were at odds. Dinner time could become a debate and not a family friendly meal.


Having lived through that time, I remember hearing the haunting music of Crosby, Stills and Nash’s song  “Ohio” on the beach all of one  summer on the Boardwalk  in Ocean City. The song was about the Kent State students who had been gunned down by National Guardsmen during a protest of the war. I remember feeling very estranged from adults and really believed that one could not trust anyone over thirty. I believed that there was a pitched battle going on between youth and the establishment and I was angry. It took years to end the estrangement I felt from my family.


So when I was asked to attend this conference, it brought back many emotions and memories, most vivid for me was this  song, “Ohio”,  and me wearing faded jeans, a tee shirt, 





Peace to all my Brothers and Sisters!


What does this mean when we talk about wishing someone “peace”? As Secular Franciscans, we know that our Rule exhorts us to be bearers of peace and peacemakers. Having recently attended the JPIC Confab in Belleville, Illinois, I have had some time to reflect on this theme over the last week.


Perhaps many people think of the Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation movement as the bohemian fringe of the Secular Franciscan Order. I too was unsure of who I would meet, of what I would learn and of what I would be asked to do at the JPIC Confab. I was wary of getting in too deep and being overwhelmed by the plethora of “causes” which this group could possibly advocate. Perhaps you also share the same concern, namely, that your own inner peace would be cast aside if you would commit to being the JPIC animator for your own fraternity.


What I learned at the Confab is that JPIC is part and parcel of the living out of our Rule.  I now have come to realize that “peace” in the context of JPIC is not a movement like what we experienced during the Viet Nam war. During that period, I remember that the peace movement and other attendant social issues which emerged in that period fragmented the country. Not since the Civil War had our country 
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 and an army fatigue shirt with a peace dove sewn on to the sleeve. A rosary hung from my waist. Sandals were on my feet and after my profession in 1977, a Tau cross was always around my neck. I felt that I was the poster child for Peace. I even went to anti war movies at the Quaker meeting houses.  “Blowin’ in the Wind” was ever on my lips.


This peace patch sewn on my shirt serves as a good symbol and starting point to explain what I learned at the confab this past week. Simply put, that dove was just symbolic. It is now useful to me in retrospect because “peace” for me was as elusive as a dove. The symbol of peace was grafted onto me, sewn on, and was not integrated into my spirituality and my real life.


The Seventies were a time of great activity for me. In college, I began working for an arm of VISTA and was sent to work with migrant farm workers in Hammonton, New Jersey. I was interested in peace making and the injustices and poverty that I experienced left me frustrated. I wrote grants, worked at a day care center, advocated for farm workers and noticed the racial and ethnic divide in our country. I was working non-stop. I was having divisive discussions with my family and, at the same time, growing more estranged from them.  


My activism and advocacy of peacemaking, social justice and racial equality created an impasse between me and family that, at times, seemed insurmountable.  It was deeply painful for all of us. Healing that rift has dominated and complicated the second half of my life but was all worthwhile. While I believed I was a peacemaker, I was really more of a “peacenik” because it was all on the outside and did not emanate from within.





�





As I matured, I read Merton who said “Over activity is a form of violence.” This idea profoundly impacted me and, from my twenties until now, I have tried to understand the violence I was inflicting on my body and on my spiritual life by running frantically trying to “save” people or promote causes. With much chagrin but also with great relief, I realized, only after exhausting myself and “burning out” ,that there is but one Savior and His name is Jesus, not Kathleen. That Savior, Jesus, is our true peace.


So over time, I hope to bring this idea to fruition in this region, that we are all called to integrate the peace that comes from fully understanding and incarnating the Rule of the Secular Franciscan Order into the fabric of our lives. It has to come from within. JPIC is not about having a flash mob march on city hall but it is about studying our rule and learning what it means to be at the forefront of promoting Gospel values and it is, in fact, the living out of our rule in real time.


What I learned at the Confab is that I am not to create my “To Do” list for my  day  before I work on me , on me just “being”,  on me as  a woman,  attentive to my prayer life and really  listening to God. I invite you all just to reflect on our rule and strive to be most attuned to the mandate of the Gospel and what may be yours to do. The rest will come gently as the Spirit moves us. 











Peace, Justice and Integrity of Creation


continued
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Several years ago a new shrine was erected in my parish church.  I remember looking at it and thinking “Who is that?”.  The shrine depicted a man dressed in modern clothes, kneeling in prayer.  There was a single length of chain wrapped around him. During Mass, Father said that the new shrine to Matt Talbot was now finished.  Matt Talbot???





I googled the name when I got home and read two sentences about him – he is the patron of addictions, particularly AA and he is Irish.  OK, I knew enough.





Somewhere along the line I heard that Matt Talbot was a Secular Franciscan and he is on his way to sainthood. A few weeks ago, as I was locking up the church after a funeral, I stopped at the shrine to turn out the light.  Something kept me there, really looking at it for the first time.  And that’s when I decided that I wanted to find out more and have Matt Talbot’s story in our newsletter.  And so I began my search….





Matt Talbot was born May 2, 1856 one of 12 children.  His father had a good job and made enough money to keep his family housed and fed.  However, his father was an alcoholic and drank his pay each week leaving his wife and children living in standards well below the poverty level.  Matt only had one year of school – just enough for him to make his sacraments.





At the age of 12, Matt left school to





work full time and help keep the family.  He got a job delivering bottles of stout and beer which also meant he would bring back the empty bottles to the factory to be refilled.  He drank the dregs left at the bottom of each bottle and soon developed a taste for the drink himself.





Mr. Talbot was so upset at his son’s drinking habit that he took Matt to work and got him a job at the same company where he worked.  The idea was that Matt’s father could keep an eye on him, but as it turned out, this place manufactured whiskey and by the age of 16, Matt was a hard core alcoholic, just like his father.





Matt spent his teens and twenties enslaved to his alcoholism.  When he had a coin or two in his pocket he was generous to his friends, buying them drinks until the money ran out.  One grace-filled night in September, 1884, Matt was out of work and out of money.  He stood outside O’Meara’s pub thinking any one of his numerous friends would invite him to have a drink on them.  To his everlasting shame, each of his good buddies walked right past him into O’Meara’s without giving him a second glance.  The very heart of him was cut to the quick over this snubbing.





Between walking away from O’Meara’s and arriving at home, Matt turned that wounded heart to the Lord.  His mother was very surprised to see him home so early and sober as well!  When he informed her he was going to Holy Cross College to find a priest and take the pledge, she was completely overwhelmed.











�





�








The Venerable Matt Talbot, OFS


Kate Kleinert, OFS, Regional Vice Minister























A notice in the Irish Independent on the day after his death, read:


“Unknown man dies in street”.





The example of his conversion from excessive drinking has inspired a change of heart in hundreds of thousands all over the world.





After a careful examination of the known facts of his life, competent Church authorities concluded that this working man from the inner city of Dublin lived out the


theological virtues of faith, hope and charity and the essential human virtues of prudence, justice, fortitude and temperance to a heroic degree.  That is why he is called Venerable.
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LATE BREAKING NEWS!!





Right after I fit the story so nicely into the two columns, I received an e-mail from Shay O’Melia, Secretary to the Merchant Quay’s S.F.O.  Merchant Quay is the parish church to which Matt Talbot belonged.





Here are a few details that Shay was able to share from the records of the Fraternity: Matt Talbot was received into the Third Order of St. Francis at the Franciscan Church Merchants’ Quay, Dublin on 12th October, 1890 by Rev. Fr. P. J. Cleary, OFM and was admitted to Profession by the same Father on 18th October, 1891.





In 35 years he missed 2 regular meetings but never missed the monthly Communion.





attended, calling the Archdiocese of Atlanta who is involved in the cause for Matt’s canonization, contacting NAFRA and CIOFS and have come up empty on every turn.  There is a book entitled: Matt Talbot, Secular Franciscan by Simon O’Byrne.  It is a 48 page paperback book and there are two copies available on Amazon…..for $64 each.  As much as I want this information, $64 is too rich for me.  The only bit of information I have found is that in 35 years of being a Secular Franciscan, Matt missed only 2 meetings!  Amazing!





I hope you can see the similarity between Matt’s life and that of St. Francis.  I started to use the word parallel but that isn’t so.  They are similar. – both party boys, both a worry to their mothers, both having a life changing, world changing conversion.





Matt Talbot died on June 7, 1925, while walking to Mass.  There were only 7 people at his funeral.  In 1999 there were estimated to be over 44,000 Matt Talbot retreats held for AA members; all without one word of advertisement.  A humble, holy man who overcame what we now recognize as a disease, lived quietly and died quietly.  But the path he walked is a great inspiration to the millions of folks who suffer with addictions and to those of us who can call him a brother in St. Francis.














Taking the pledge was a very serious and solemn promise made before a priest that you would give up the drink.  Matt wanted to take the lifetime pledge, but the priest, knowing how many years Matt had been drinking, talked him into a 30 day pledge. 





There was no help in those days to get you through those terrible days of ‘drying out’.  But after a long sleepless night, Matt went to 5:00 a.m. Mass and received Communion for the first time in many years.  Matt was determined to fight his demons and so that 30 day pledge was renewed for 90 days and then 6 months and finally the lifetime pledge was made.





When Matt Talbot found sobriety, he lived a very humble and holy life.  He lived on as little money as possible, quietly giving the rest to neighbors with many children and no food, or to buy a working man a pair of boots to keep him in his job.  He started every day with Mass and Communion and found another way to deepen his faith and close the gap he had created between himself and the Lord.  He entered the Third Order of Saint Francis!





I consider myself to be a pretty good detective.  If there is information to be had, I’ve been known to track it down.  I was so determined to find out more about Matt Talbot, OFS, that I have spent the last two weeks sending e-mails, making phone calls to the Archdiocese of Dublin, calling the church in Dublin that Matt attended, calling the








The Venerable Matt Talbot, OFS


continued
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Save the Date!!  11/16/13


The Saint Katharine Drexel Region Annual Meeting will


be held on November 16 – location to be determined.





�





Rose Viragh, OFS, Bill Wicks, OFS, Kate Kleinert, OFS at the Fifth Summer Session in Loretto, PA





ROAD TRIP!





Rose Viragh, OFS, and Angel Guillish, OFS, at The Truckstop in Loretto – great food if you can get past all the heads watching you eat!








�





St. John the Evangelist fraternity has just completed a nine month novena to the Blessed Mother and has started one to Saint Joseph.





St. Francis of Assisi, Long Beach Island, installed a new Spiritual Assistant, Sister Pat Klemm, on August 4, 2013.  Welcome Sister Pat!





�





�





Kathy Agosto, OFS, at the Monastery of St. Clare in Chesterfield.  Kathy is one of the many Brothers and Sisters who attended the transitus on August 10.





�





Divine Mercy Fraternity held a picnic on Sunday, August 11, 2013.  What a great afternoon at Belleplain State Forest!  The food, fun and fellowship were present in abundance.  The only things not in abundance were mosquitoes.  They must be Third Order Dominicans!





Professions: Welcome and Pax!





Lucia McDonnell, OFS, professed into St. Bonaventure.  Margaret Roberts, Mary Jane Petrucci, Patricia Reilly and Lorrie Marcketta will profess into Blessed Sacrament in September.  St. Francis, LBI, will profess 7 in November, 6 of whom were scheduled last year but Hurricane Sandy said no!





This section is for all of us ‘across the Region’ to share what is going on in our Fraternities.  We can’t print what we don’t know about!  Please be sure to share all the happenings in your Fraternity.  All of us will reap the benefit!








May the Franciscan Saints set the table for these new souls who are now sitting at the Heavenly Banquet. May they rest in peace and hold our intentions in their prayers ~


Eugenia Chifrai-Parker, OFS 


Spirit of St. Francis


Betty Maxwell, OFS Queen of the Universe





Angela Mulranen, OFS, Holy Stigmata


Helen Stewart, OFS


St. Bonaventure





Renee Murray, OFS


 St. John the Evangelist


Joseph Levine, OFS


 St. John the Evangelist





Louis Gagnon, OFS, Blessed Sacrament

















Across the Region





Bill Wicks is a former National Minister and historian of the Secular Franciscan Order.  Bill’s history of the Order is told in four volumes, in much more detail than I can convey here!  Bill, with the help of Jim Wesley (editor of TAU USA) and his wife Cindy (Regional Minister of the Junipero Serra Region) performed sketches from various time periods from the 1900 to the present.





In those early days of the 20th century, women were required to ask their husbands permission to join the order.  And that must have gone well because at the first National Convention, there were 900 men present and 2000 women!





The location of the 1947 “Q” or Quinquennial had to be changed in order that the black Seculars would be allowed into the hotel.  The entire “Q” was moved across town to the black business men’s’ hotel where both black and white folks were welcomed.





In 1963 the AIU became an apostolate.  Action for Interracial Understanding was adopted by the Third Order and they distributed pamphlets on St. Francis in Harlem during the riots.





Also in 1963, the St. Francis Peace Award was given to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  This caused a great divide on the racial front and threats were made to the life of the National Minister of the Secular Franciscan Order if this award was to be actually 
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The Fifth Summer Session in Loretto, PA





On July 4, Rose Viragh, OFS, Regional Formation Director, Angel Guilish, OFS, Minister, St. Maximilian Kolbe Fraternity and I set off for St. Francis University in Loretto, PA to attend the Fifth Summer Session.  This year’s focus was The History of the Secular Franciscan Order and was presented by Bill Wicks, OFS.





The ride was long but so beautiful!  I’ve never seen the Blue Mountains of Pennsylvania before and would love to do it again in the Fall. It must be breathtaking!  The campus of St. Francis University was so peaceful and welcoming.  Of course, the students are gone for the summer, but still the peace can be felt and breathed in.





As we settled in for the first session, I was happy to see Brother Jonathon St. Andre, the Novice Master join us with his 4 brand new Novices.  Brother Jonathon wanted his ‘charges’ to experience the Seculars.  They came to every session, ate with us, prayed with us by inviting us to join them in Vespers, even providing extra copies of The Office so that we could fully participate;  and joined us at both Socials.  That experience alone was well worth the trip.  These young men so openly discuss their faith, so readily laugh with us and easily hug us as we left with promises of prayers one for the other.








The Fifth Summer Session


Kate Kleinert, OFS, Regional Vice Minister














St. Francis University, Loretto, PA





Founded in 1847





Is the oldest Franciscan institution of higher learning in the United States





The seeds of what has become Saint Francis University were planted by six Franciscan Friars from Ireland who founded a boys’ academy in the mountain hamlet of Loretto, Pennsylvania.





Charles Michael Schwab of Bethlehem Steel fame, donated his home and land to the friars for use at St. Francis University








�
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Brother Jonathon St. Andre TOR, the four new novices with Angel Guillish, OFS, Rose Viragh, OFS, and Kate Kleinert, OFS





�





The formal sessions were very enlightening, but the ‘down’ times that were spent with our Brothers and Sisters who traveled from every corner of the country to take part in this conference were such an important part of the weekend also.





One woman from Pittsburgh told us over lunch how she used to live in NY and because her heart is still with her first fraternity; she travels 4 hours one way each month to take part in her fraternity gathering.  And never misses a meeting.  If I could bring back nothing more than this woman’s devotion to her vocation and share it with each of you than I am so very grateful to have been part of the Fifth Summer Session in Loretto!











presented to Dr. King.  It was, and thankfully our National Minister remained unharmed.





In one session, we heard about The Hour of St. Francis.  It was a radio program that was sponsored by the Third Order.  Each member was asked to contribute $.35 a year.  Thirty five cents which was in those days, equivalent to 8 cups of coffee, 2 paks of cigarettes, or 2 copies of Time or Newsweek magazines. In 1946, t5he show ran on 40 radio stations.  By 1951, it was on more than 1000 stations.  Hollywood stars were clamoring to be part of the broadcast – Loretta Young, Raymond Burr, Ann Blythe, and we were actually able to listen to a show starring Ozzie and Harriet Nelson.





As the age of television came in, The Hour of St. Francis was converted to a TV show.  It lasted many years until it was no longer popular to have wholesome, family shows with a lesson on the air.





There were many wonderful facts presented about our history – some very familiar and some I did not know.  To listen from the first session on Friday afternoon to the last wrap up on Sunday gave us all such an insight into the history of our Order.  How we started, how we struggled and more importantly, how we continue to grow.














The Fifth Summer Session


continued








Quotes from the Fifth Summer Session:


�


If your soul has no Sunday it becomes an orphan.


�


The laity are not the helpers of the clergy so that the clergy can do their job, but the clergy are the helpers of the whole people of the God so that the laity can be the church.

















Picture of the Nativity scene on perpetual display at the chapel at St. Francis University.
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Our next issue of Hearts and Hands Across the Region will focus on apostolates.  And we want to hear about all of them! 


What is your District doing?  What is your Fraternity doing? And more importantly, what are YOU doing?? 


Every good work is just that…good! What you do with a Franciscan heart might inspire another brother or sister to do the same.  


Please discuss apostolates at your next Fraternity meeting and let us know what good things you are doing. 


�HYPERLINK "mailto:wearepraying@hotmail.com"�wearepraying@hotmail.com� 








O Antiphons for Summer





O Festivals, Fireworks, Feasts and Fairs,


Come! Come with barbecues, crafts and games.


Unite us in the common bond of our desire for joy.


Entertain us with the simple things of life.


Deepen our gratitude for all things good.


O Come!





     ��





O Long Days of Extended Light,


Come! Come with your wide expansive arms.


Open our eyes to the daily miracle of life.


Slip into our distracted hearts with every dawn.


Expand our ability to see beauty in our world.


O Come!





     ��





O Summer Word of God,


Come! Come with your transforming breath.


Breathe on us until we are ripe with life.


Fire us to be light for the world.


Nourish us with your healing rays.


O Come!





     ��





O Source of Growth and Light,


Come! Encourage us to stretch toward light.


Warm us with your abiding presence.


Challenge our lethargic spirits.


Walk with us into the deep, green forests.


O Come!








O Breath of Summer,





Come! Come with your warm winds,


Breathe on all within us that resists growth,


Temper our desire to be in control


Raise up some wildness in us.


Come!





        ��





O Fireflies of Beautiful Evenings,





Come! Come enchant us with your mystic dance,


Brighten our evening with your little lights.


Lead us away from day’s duties.


Lift our spirits into your carefree flight.


O Come!





       ��





O Gardens of Plenty,





Come! Come bless us with your wealth.


Sustain us with your abundance,


Remind us of the world’s hunger.


Nudge us to give from our fullness.


O Come!





       ��





O Dazzling Sun,





Come! Come with your golden rays.


Anoint us with your energizing beams. 


Recharge us with your radiant vitality.


Refresh our over-worked spirits.


O Come!





      ��











�





St. John Neumann Fraternity hosted it’s annual Chapter of Mats on Wednesday, August 21. The Lord provided the lovely evening, the Fraternity provided an open invitation to all of us to join them and the repast as it would have been served in St. Francis’ time. The Chapter of Mats section from the Little Flowers was read and enjoyed.  Thanks for having us!








