Regional Handbook: Procedures - Spiritual Assistance

CONFERENCE OF NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSISTANTS 

     SECULAR FRANCISCAN ORDER, U.S.A.

Office of the Executive Secretary:

           

            4556 Telegraph Road

                       Saint Louis MO 63129

                       telephone: 314.352.9159

                       cell phone: 314.603.3951 

                       fax: 314. 894.3668

  email: FonckBenet@aol.com
POLICY STATEMENT:

TERM LIMITS OF SPIRITUAL ASSISTANTS

The Rule of the Secular Franciscan Order states: “As a concrete sign of communion and co-responsibility, the councils on various levels, in keeping with the constitutions, shall ask for suitable and well-prepared religious for spiritual assistance. They should make this request to the superiors of the four religious Franciscan families, to whom the Secular Fraternity has been united for centuries” (Art. 26).

The General Constitutions of the Secular Franciscan Order state: “ The council of the fraternity at each level requests suitable and prepared assistants from the competent superiors of the First Order and the TOR. ... The competent major superior, having heard the council of the fraternity concerned, appoints the assistant according to the norms of these Constitutions and of the ‘Statutes for Spiritual and Pastoral Assistance to the Secular Franciscan Order’ ‘ (Art. 91.1 &3).

Those Statutes, drawn up by the Conference of General Spiritual Assistants and approved by the Union of Ministers General in 1992 and still currently in effect, indicate: “The task of service of the spiritual assistants ... is temporary. The nomination is for a limited time, but not for longer than twelve years”  (Statutes, #11).

The unstated presumption in these Statutes is that the time-frame of the term of a spiritual assistant on the local, regional, provincial, or national level lasts for a given period of time, totaling twelve years. The Statutes, however, do not specify, exactly what that time-frame actually is.

The four national spiritual assistants, after consulting the gathered provincial and regional spiritual assistant, therefore, issue collegially this policy statement of clarification:

In the United States of America the term limit of a local, regional, and provincial spiritual assistant lasts from one provincial chapter to the next of that particular friar province to which a local fraternity is bonded and/or by which a spiritual assistant is appointed. The term limit of a national spiritual assistant is three years from the date of appointment.

If a particular friar province celebrates its chapter every three years, the term of a spiritual assistant is then three years in length. If a particular province friar province celebrates its chapter every four years, then the term of the spiritual assistant is four years in length.

It is the expectation of the CNSA that, after every chapter in a friar province, the spiritual assistants will be re-appointed or new spiritual assistants will be designated though a formal communiqué from the provincial minister or the provincial spiritual assistant.                                        September 22, 2001
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