Regional Handbook: Procedures




Nov. 1998  
ST. KATHARINE DREXEL REGIONAL FRATERNITY

SECULAR FRANCISCAN ORDER

PROFESSION DISPENSATION REQUEST

FROM SECULAR ORDER OTHER THAN SFO

PLEASE NOTE:  THIS IS NOT A SIMPLE TRANSFER.  THIS IS A DEFINITIVE/PERMANENT RELEASE FROM PROFESSION PROMISES.  IT IS A SERIOUS AND COMPLEX PROCEDURE.
The following procedure is based on recommendations of Fr. Steve Gross, OFM Conv., current President of the Conference of National Spiritual Assistants:

1.  The person seeking admission into the SFO should have attended a minimum of six consecutive Fraternity gatherings and should have shown a serious interest in wanting to join the SFO and should have participated in a minimum of three  welcoming or introductory sessions.

2.  The person seeking admission into the SFO should be willing and able to contact the Fraternity Minister or Spiritual Assistant of his/her former fraternity to learn the procedure for granting dispensation from profession for their Order and follow through.

3.  The person seeking admission into the SFO should provide a written request to the Minister of the Local Fraternity he/she wants to join and provide written documentation regarding his/her dispensation from his/her former Profession.  This documentation  must be received before the person may be received as a Candidate into the SFO.

4.  The written request should include reasons for wanting to join SFO; some background information regarding the  length of his/her profession in the other Order and his/her commitment to that Order (How 
frequently did he/she attend meetings? When did he/she last attend a meeting?  Why did he/she stop  attending?  Did he/she serve as an officer or on committees? etc.)

5.  If the person cannot obtain this written dispensation, it is possible for him/her to become an  ASSOCIATE; i.e, one who

A.  wants to live our SFO RULE;

B.  participates in Community Life & apostolic activity of the Local Fraternity;

C.  participates in our regular initial formation sessions, but does not use our ritual prayers at each phase.  He/she may compose own prayers/promises similar to ours but not  exactly the same because they are NOT becoming Professed Secular Franciscans.

D.  with Fraternity Council goes through same discernment procedure as for those seeking 
profession as Secular Franciscans.


E.  at this time,  may not hold elected office in our Order but may serve on committees.

PROFESSION DISPENSATION REQUEST

FROM SECULAR FRANCISCAN ORDER 

PLEASE NOTE:  THIS IS NOT A SIMPLE TRANSFER.  THIS IS A DEFINITIVE/PERMANENT RELEASE FROM PROFESSION PROMISES.  IT IS A SERIOUS AND COMPLEX PROCEDURE.
The following procedure is based on recommendations of Fr. Steve Gross, OFM Conv., current President of the Conference of National Spiritual Assistants.

To assist us in making good judgments regarding the granting of this dispensation,  we will need much information.  

1.  A written request (original & 2 copies) is given/sent to the Local Fraternity Minister.  It should contain the following:


Reason(s) for wanting to receive the dispensation


Has he/she made a definite commitment to another Order?  What type and for 

how long?


Is there a particular Fraternity willing to accept him/her?  Is the Minister of that 

Fraternity willing to provide a letter attesting to this fact?

2.  The Local Minister forwards the original to the Regional Minister and a copy to the President of the Conference of Regional Spiritual Assistants.  He/she also provides a brief history of the person’s life with the SFO


When and where was the person professed?


Describe the person’s fidelity to the Community Life of the Fraternity - attendance at Fraternity gatherings and activities; service to the Fraternity; participation in Fraternity Apostolates, etc.

3.  Regional Minister and President of the Conference of Regional Spiritual Assistants review the request and materials received and decide together whether or not to grant the dispensation.  If request is granted, Profession Dispensation documents are prepared.

ORIGINAL goes to the person making the request to be given to the Minister of the Fraternity of the new Order

COPIES go to Regional Archive File; to the Minister of the Local SFO Fraternity; to NAFRA
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