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Recommendations: 


RE:

Various ways of commitment to the spirit of St. Francis of Assisi 


FROM:
CNSA / NAFRA Executive Council - June-July, 2003 

1.  Many people follow the spirit of St. Francis of Assisi. There is no limit to the variety of responses to St. Francis of Assisi. People of various faith traditions find ways to follow his spirit. Within our Catholic faith tradition, there are a variety of ways in which people follow the spirit of St. Francis.  We rejoice at the impact that St. Francis has in the world and among so many people. 

2. We need to be clear about the consequences of belonging to a particular Franciscan way of life.  Many Catholic groups develop a way of life in the spirit of Francis and ask its members to make a commitment (Profession) to that way of life.  Catholics can make a profession in only one such group. When anyone, within the Catholic Church, professes a particular way of following Francis of Assisi's spirit, that person cannot be part of another Franciscan group that requires a similar commitment. Committing oneself to two different expressions of a way of life makes no sense. The individual must choose one or the other way of following the spirit of St. Francis of Assisi. 

3. When a Catholic belongs to the Secular Franciscan Order (specifically approved by the Church - a Public Association of the Faithful) that individual cannot simultaneously belong to the "Brothers & Sisters of Penance," or "Franciscan Tertiaries of the lmmaculata" or other groups (Catholic or non-Catholic) who profess different expressions of Franciscan life.  People must make a choice to belong to ONLY ONE expression of the Franciscan way of life.  It is inappropriate for members of these other groups to identify themselves as members of the Secular Franciscan Order. 

4. It is a tribute to St Francis that he influences such diverse groups of people. In our Catholic faith tradition people profess a variety of Franciscan ways of life approved by the Church. In the Anglican/Episcopal faith tradition there is a Third Order Society of St. Francis. There is an Ecumenical Order of Franciscans among lay people of various faith traditions. We applaud these non-Catholics’ dedication to the spirit of St. Francis even while we realize that we cannot belong to them. Nor can we accept them into the SFO if they are not Catholic or, if they are Catholic, belong to another committed Public Association of the Faithful group. We readily collaborate with other Franciscan groups in order to more effectively impact the world with Francis' spirit. 

5. Franciscan Youth are considered part of the SFO family and the above considerations do not apply to them. As the SFO General Constitutions put it: 

Article 96.3, .4, .6 


3. The members of the Franciscan Youth consider the Rule of the SFO as an inspirational


 document for the growth of their own Christian and Franciscan vocation either individually or


 in a group. After a suitable period of formation, of at least one year, they confirm this option


 with a personal pledge before God and in the presence of the brothers and sisters. 


4. The members of Franciscan Youth who wish to belong to the SFO should satisfy the



 requirements of the Rule, the Constitutions, and the Ritual of the SFO. 


6. The Franciscan Youth, as a component of the Franciscan family, requests from the 


 competent secular leaders and religious superiors, respectively, fraternal animation and



 spiritual assistance. 

6. Addenda: Many Congregations of Sisters develop groups known as "associates" or "affiliates" with varying degrees of attachment to the particular religious communities. It is necessary to ascertain if the attachment is another "way of life" or simply a more generic attachment to the religious congregation. If it is a committed way of life and requires a "profession" (of some sort) it comes under the same umbrella as number 3 above. Local SFO fraternities need to discover data about any individual situation in order to make an informed decision. Determine whether the involvement (of whatever kind) hinders full living of the SFO Rule. Dialogue with the concerned individual about the situation. 
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