Regional Handbook: Procedures                                                                         8/03
USES OF COMMON FUND BY PRIORITY


Reference:  SFO Rule art. 25 {spending priorities: “expenses necessary for the life of the fraternity, needs of worship, of the apostolate, and of charity” - “contribute according to one’s means”}

SFO General Constitutions art. 30.3 { “contribute to the fraternity fund according to one’s means” - spending priorities: “financial means needed for the life of the fraternity, for its religious, apostolic and charitable works” - “support the activities and operations of the fraternities at higher levels”}

SFO-USA National Statutes art. 18.7 addresses “Fair Share Contribution to the Regional Fraternity to underwrite the costs of that fraternity”; art. 18.8 addresses presenting to Regional Minister / delegate and to the Regional Spiritual Asst. / delegate a “stipend appropriate to the journey made and the length of stay required” “at the time of fraternal and pastoral visits” and “on the occasion of their presiding over and witnessing elections” 

1.  Expenses “for the life of the fraternity”:
· Spiritual Assistant
· Operating Expenses - meeting place, record books, duplicating, postage, phone
· Regional Fair Share Contribution 
· Normal expenses of Minister or other Council Member to attend Regional Meetings
· Formation materials
· Stipend to Pastoral/Fraternal Visitor
· Stipend to Presider of & Ecclesial Witness to Elections
· Newsletter (if any)
2. Needs of Worship
· Deceased
Stipend for Mass or Spiritual Enrollment at the time of member’s death
Stipend for annual Mass for all deceased members
· Profession

Since Profession should take place during Mass whenever possible, a stipend should be offered if it does- this may be a special Mass strictly for the Fraternity and family/friends or a “Parish Mass” (an opportunity to witness to the larger Church community) There are additional incidental expenses related to profession; please refer to our Ritual for “Profession Ceremony”.

3. Charities / Apostolates
· To needy members

· Franciscan Charities e.g. Franciscans International, Amazon Relief Project, San Damiano Productions

· Non-Franciscan Charities
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