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SECULAR FRANCISCAN ORDER

FRATERNAL VISITATION PREPARATION INFORMATION
The local fraternity “should be the privileged place for developing a sense of Church and the Franciscan vocation and for enlivening the apostolic life of its members.”  SFO Rule, Article 22.

“The purpose of both the pastoral and fraternal visits is to revive the evangelical Franciscan spirit, to assure fidelity to the charism and to the Rule, to offer help to fraternity life, to reinforce the bond of the unity of the Order, and to promote its most effective insertion into the Franciscan family and the Church.”  SFO General Constitutions, Title VI, Article 92.1.

The primary purpose of the visit is to:

♥
“verify” fraternity life;

♥
revive the evangelical (gospel) spirit;

♥
assure fidelity to the charism of our SFO Rule;

♥
offer help to deepen and/or improve fraternity life;

♥
reinforce the bond of unity of the Order, i.e. to deepen the fraternity’s dialogue
and cooperation with the Region; and

♥
promote and/or deepen dialogue and collaboration with the fraternity Council
and the individual members.
A Fraternal/Pastoral Visit takes place in three stages:

1. 
Preparation:  The Council and members should thoughtfully and prayerfully conduct a self-evaluation as they prepare for the Fraternal/Pastoral Visitation.  The Annual Report form submitted by the Fraternity Minister provides most of the information necessary to assist the visitors, but we’d like to hear from the individual Council members as well.  Our Regional website, http://skdsfo.org/, has the form you’ll need (click on to Regional Handbook icon, find Section II, Regional Forms, then scroll down to “Previsit Questionnaire to be Completed by Each Individual Council Member”).  On the website, in addition to this note, you will also find a checklist for the Fraternity Minister’s use to assure that all documents are in order and ready for review by the Fraternal and Pastoral visitors.  None of this is meant to be burdensome, but will serve to assist the Fraternity Council and the Visitors in their efforts “to revive the evangelical Franciscan spirit, to assure fidelity to the charism and to the Rule, to offer help to fraternity life, to reinforce the bond of the unity of the Order, and to promote its most effective insertion into the Franciscan family and the Church.”  One copy of the Questionnaire should be e-mailed to the Regional Minister at least two weeks prior to the scheduled visitation.  If the individual Council member does not have access to a computer, then the Questionnaire should be sent to the Regional Minister via regular mail.   Please ask your Fraternity Minister to provide you with the e-mail or street address for the Regional Minister (this may be found in the Regional Directory, which the Fraternity Minister has on a disc.)
2. 
Visit:  The Visitors will follow the guidelines found in the Handbook for Spiritual Assistance to the SFO, revised in 2012.  (Each Fraternity should have a copy of this Handbook with their Fraternity records.) 

3. 
Report: The Visitors will prepare a written report which will provide the fraternity with their observations and recommendations.  Copies of the reports will be disseminated as follows:  one to the fraternity Minister (to be shared with the members of the fraternity); one to the Spiritual Assistant (if there is one); one to the Provincial Spiritual Assistant of the Province to which the fraternity is bonded; and one to the Regional Minister for his/her file.

As our Constitutions state at Articles 94 and 95,

The fraternal visit is a moment of communion, an expression of the service and concrete interest of the secular leaders at the various levels, so that the fraternity may grow and be faithful to its vocation.

The pastoral visit is a privileged moment of communion with the First Order and the TOR.  It is carried out also in the name of the Church and serves to guarantee and promote the observance of the Rule and the Constitutions and fidelity to the Franciscan charism….

It is hoped that it will be experienced as a moment of grace whereby through the assistance and recommendations of the visitors, the fraternity will grow in its faithfulness to its vocation, and its members challenged to deepen their fraternal life.
We look forward to spending time with you.

Peace and all good!
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