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In perpetual remembrance — The Seraphic Patriarch Saint Francis of Assisi, during his
life and even afler his beautiful death, not only attracted many to serve God in the religious
family founded by him but also drew numerous members of the laity to enter his communities

while remaining in the world s far as possible. Moreover, to use the words of our predocessor
Pius IX: it soems . .. that there was never anyone in whom there shone forth more vividly
and who resembled more the image of Jesus Christ and the evangelical form of life than
Francis. Accordingly he who was called the Herald of the Great King, was rightly hailed as
Another Christ for he presented himself to his contemporaries and to future ages as Christ
retumed to life. Consequently, he stilllives as such in the eyes of men and will continue to live
for all ages to come.” (Encycl, Rite Expiatis, April 30, 1926: AAS, 18, 1936, p. 154). We are
happy that the “Franciscan Charism” today is stll a force for the good of the Church and the
human community, despite the infiltcation of doctrines and tendencies that alienate people
from God and from the supematural. With praiseworthy initiative and with common accord
the four Franciscan families have striven for ten years to prepare a new Rule for the Franciscan
Third Order Secalar, or as it is now called, the Secular Franciscan Order. This was necessary
because of the changed conditions of the times and because of the teaching and
encouragement given them by the Second Vatican Council. Therefore, our dearly beloved
Sons, the four Ministers General of the Franciscan Order, have requested that we spprove the
Rule presented to us. Following the example of some of our prodecessors, the latest being
Pope Leo XIII, we have willingly decided to grant their request. In this way, we nurture the
hope that the form of life preached by that admirable man of Assisi will gain a new impetus
and will flourish vigorously. Having consulied with the Sacred Congregation for Religious
and Secular Institutes, which has diligently examined and carefully eveluated the text, we
approve and confimn with our apostolic authority and sanction the Rule of the Secular
Franciscan Order, provided that it agrees with the copy in the archives of the Sacred
Congregation for Religious and Secular Institutes, beginning with the words “The Franciscan
Family” and ending with “according t0 the norms of the Constitutions.” By this Letter and our
apostolic authority, we abrogate the previous Rule of what was formerly called the Franciscan
Third Order. Finally we decree that this letter remain in effect now and in the future,

regardless of anything contrary.

Given at Rome at St. Peter’s, under the ring of the Fisherman, on June 24, 1978, the 16th
year of our pontificate.

John Cardinal Villot
Secretary of State.
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To the brothers and sisters of the Secular Franciscan Order
onthe occasion of granting the rule approved for them by the Holy See

We joylully inform you that the Holy See, by means of the Apostolic Letter Seraphicus
Patriorcha, dated 24 June, 1978 and “under the ring of the Fisherman,” has approved the
revised Rule of the Franciscan Secular Order which abrogates and takes the place of the
preceding Rule of Pope Leo XIII

It is to Pope Paul VI that we owe this splendid gift, which he bestowed shorty before he
lef this carth. He loved you. Many times, indeed, he demonsirated his love for the Secular

on the occasion of the 750th anniversary of Memoriale Propositi,

Since March 7, 1966, when the Sacred Congregation for Religious granted permission to
begin updating legislation for the Secular Franciscan Order, the journey has boen Tong and
arduous.

We wish to underscore the work accomplished by the brothers and sisters and by the
Srateities through the Natfonal Council, twough such publications as Way of Lifs and
Journeys, and by the tireless work of the Presidency of the Intemational Councll since. fts
establishment in 1973

Such work was of primary importance in seeking the ways of the Spirit and most
efficacious in recognising the presence and the vitalty of the Franciscan charism in the people
of God in our day.

The Rule that we present to you today is not only the fruit of this labour. The Church
consigns it to you as a norm of life,

Notice first its evangelical content; welcome the Franciscan message that it contains and
the guidance it offers you in living according to the holy Gospel

The hope of rencwal hinges upon retuning to the origins and to the spiritual experience of
Francis of Assisi and of the brothers and sisters of penance who seceived from him thorr
inspiration and guidance. It is this that accounts for the inclusion of the Letter o the Faithfil
(recensio prior) as a prologue, as well as the constant references o the teaching and example
ofSt. Francis. This renewal also depends upon openness to the Spirit in the signs of the e,

Supported by this foundation, you should put into practice the invitation of the Rule o be
creative and exercise co-responsibility.

This creativity. in certain cases, should express itself in the forms of statutes. Indecd,
fumber 3 of the Rule states as a general norm: “1ts application wil be made by the Genoral
Constitutions and particular statutes.”

We, the Franciscan Ministers, with all our Friars are ever ready and open o offer you all
our assistance so that we may walk together in the way of the Lord.

With these sentiments we are pleased to present the revised Rule of the Secular Franciscan
Order to the Presidency of the International Council and through this Commet] 10, ol oo
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