Lesson Guide Francis and his approach to Divinity – session 1:
	Overview & Purpose of this Lesson:     The objective of this session is to begin to understand how Francis envisioned the Nature of God and how his image leads us to understand relationship with God the Father as a vital foundation on what will become Franciscan Spirituality.
Session 1 describes Francis spirituality, based on his experience of God, his understanding of Trinity and the Primacy of the Father in Franciscanism.
	1. Read Forming the Formators Manual chapter on Francis and his approach to Divinity pages 1 through 9.
2. Words of St Francis on topic: prayer, testament, admonitions, included in the text etc.
3. Ref: Rule article, GC & Stature citation


	
	Formator Guide
	Participant Guide
	

	Objectives

1. Understand spirituality as relationship with God
2. Francis as Trinitarian

3. Primacy of the Father

4. Theology of Francis

5. Christology
	Formation guide and support materials
Master formation manual (CIOFS materials)

Power-point, outline, handouts

Read required pages
	Make sure appropriate pages have been read in advance
	Materials Needed

· Paper

· Pencil

· Others

	Information

1. Ideas on presenting this section

2. Presentation and discussion.
3. Power-point as AV assist

4. Look at some founding documents


	Include reference to SFO Rule and specific articles as appropriate.
Include reference to the General Constitution and NAFRA Statutes
	
	

	Verification

Dialogue and discussion
Reflection questions


	
	
	Other Resources

(e.g. Web, books, etc.)

LIST of additional materials



	Activity

Prayer exercise
Ritual action

Prayer from Francis


	
	
	

	Summary

Wrap-up based on presentation reinforcing any concerns surfaced in the discussion &/or questions
	Discuss results/key issues that surfaced with the formation team so next presented is aware and can tailor next lesson for better reception
	Assign next set of readings
	Additional Notes




