Conversion
	Overview & Purpose of this Lesson:  Conversion
Develop an understanding of the notion of conversion/penance as a turning from sin and a turning to a new relationship with God in Christ. Understand conversion as a change in one’s horizon, one’s vision, bringing about a total interior change. Explore various types of conversion.
Examine the development of the penitential movement in the history of the Church and develop an understanding of the roots of the Secular Franciscan Order in the Order of Penitence as refounded by St. Francis.
	Gospel Reading:  Mk. 1:15, 17; Mt. 13: 44-46
Words of St Francis on topic: “The Testament” St. Francis of Assisi – Writings for a Gospel Life – Regis Armstrong, OFM Cap. – Crossroad – P.228 ; 1Cel –Ch. VI -#15 – Omnibus of Sources – p.241, I Letter to all the Faithful, 1-5
Ref: SFO Rule art. #7, GC Ch. 1, Article #13


	
	Formator Guide
	Participant Guide
	

	Objectives

1. Public Associations
2. Our difference with basic public associations

3. Structure & governance

4. Autonomy & place in the Franciscan Family

5. True Order
	Formation guide and support materials
Master formation manual (CIOFS materials)

Power-point, outline, handouts

Read required pages
	Make sure appropriate pages have been read in advance
	Materials Needed

· Paper

· Pencil

Optional material

Video—“Brother Sun Sister Moon”

Video viewing equipment

	Information

1. If possible have candidates view beginning portion of “Brother Sun, Sister Moon” up to the scene of Francis and his father before the Bishop
2. If not possible to use video, discuss conversion story of Francis from candidates’ reading

3. Review content of reading using Powerpoint
4. Emphasize parallel between RCIA and SFO initial formation process—show points of comparison
5. note Lonergan’s view of Conversion as reaching a “new horizon”  discuss how gaining a higher perspective helps us to see further—beyond the limit of our sight

6. Review history of Order of Penitence
	Cf.:  : “The Testament” St. Francis of Assisi – Writings for a Gospel Life – Regis Armstrong, OFM Cap. – Crossroad – P.228 ; 1Cel –Ch. VI -#15 – Omnibus of Sources – p.241, I Letter to all the Faithful, 1-5
Ref: SFO Rule art. #7, GC Ch. 1, Article #13
	
	


	Verification

Dialogue and discussion
Concerning personal experiences of conversion
How have your ideas changed and developed?

Have you had a life-changing experience—a “faith-shock” that changed the way you thought or acted?
	
	
	Other Resources

W. Conn, ed., Conversion: Perspectives on Personal and Social Transformation (New York: Alba House, 1978). 
R. Duggan, ed., Conversion and the Catechumenate (New York: Paulist, 1984). E. Griffin, Turning: Reflections on the Experience of Conversion (New York: Doubleday, 1980).
 T. Merton, The Seven Storey Mountain (New York: Image Books, 1970).
Carmody, Maurice, The Franciscan Story—St. Francis and his influence since the Thirteenth Century (London: Athena Press, 2008)
Raffaele Pazzelli, St. Francis and the Third Order: The Franciscan and Pre-Franciscan Penitential Movement (

	Activity

Prayer exercise
Interview a professed member of the fraternity about their understanding and experience of conversion


	
	
	

	Summary

Wrap-up based on presentation reinforcing any concerns surfaced in the discussion &/or questions
Any “burning issues/questions?”
	Discuss results/key issues that surfaced with the formation team so next presented is aware and can tailor next lesson for better reception
	Assign next set of readings
	Additional Notes




